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Cross-section of the new G-E “‘stepped’’ re- 
flector. Light rays are reflected back to one 


side of the lamp stem preventing overheating 


and premature lamp failure 


“STEPS” TO BETTER LIGHTING 


When electric-service companies first in- 

stalled Form 79 street-lighting luminaires 

five years ago, they confirmed our state- 

ment of “‘so per cent more light on the road.” 
And they reported that the spun-sealed design reduced 
globe breakage by 85 per cent. 


The photographs illustrate a recent, revolutionary 
improvement. In ordinary ,smooth, deep-bowl reflectors, 
radiant energy from the lamp filament is reflected 
back through the lamp stem—causing excessive tem- 
peratures and resulting in shortened lamp life. G-E 
engincers recently overcame this serious high-tem- 


perature problem by designing a reflector with 48 


vertical steps—steps that redirect light rays to one 
side of the focal axis. Tests show that temperatures 
at the lamp stem are now 278 F lower, and of course 


premature lamp failures are minimized. 


It is obvious that with this new stepped reflector, 
maintenance, and therefore total lighting costs, are 
again substantially reduced. This widens your market 


for profitable street-lighting installations. 


Your appreciation, as shown by your purchases, él- 
courages this developmental work which, in tur, 
enables you to increase your lighting revenue—and 


bring lasting benefits to the communities you serve. 
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Philadelphia Electric 


Expanding Its Grid 


The capacity represented by a 2,500,- 


- 000-hp. grid system is now at the service 
of customers of Philadelphia Electric 
' €o. Horace P. Liversidge, president, 
said in connection with the announce- 


' ment that his company had just ordered 


* an 80,000-kw. Westinghouse low-pres- 


sure condensing turbo-generator for the 
Chester station, involving an expendi- 
ture of $4,600,000, and for which a 
50,000-kw. General Electric superposed 
turbine is now being constructed. In 
addition to the company’s hydro-electric 
station at Conowingo the company has 
six steam stations as well as intercon- 
nections with Public Service of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania Power & Light. 


Long-Term Planning 


“On January 3, 1940, the Philadel- 
phia Electric Company met the greatest 
demand in its history—910,000 kw.,” 
said Mr. Liversidge in discussing the 
new turbine order. “This peak com- 
manded only 72 per cent of our avail- 
able capacity, leaving a balance of 28 
per cent untouched. Not content with 
this surplus capacity, and following our 
Policy of long term planning, we now 
have under construction a 50,000-kw. 
superposed turbine for our Chester sta- 
tion and have just ordered an additional 
80,000-kw. low-pressure turbine to be 
installed at the same plant. Moreover, 
we have purchased ground in South 
Philadelphia where a new generating 
station eventually will be erected. 


_Interconnections, six steam stations and Conowingo provide 2,500,000 
- hp. —New 80,000-kw. low-pressure condensing turbine and super- 


_ posed 50,000-kw. unit will increase Chester capacity to 256.000 kw. 


“In addition to our hydro-electric 
station at Conowingo, we now have six 
modern steam plants and are tied in 
with Public Service Electric & Gas Co. 
of New Jersey and Pennsylvania Power 
& Light Co. at Plymouth Meeting sub- 
station, forming a 2,500,000-hp. grid 
system. 

“This great combine of generating 
plants, together with our interconnec- 
tions with other power systems, insures 
maximum safety of operation under 


every possible circumstance of variable 
water and fuel supply. 

“Such a huge network of facilities 
prepares us for any eventuality and 
provides more than adequate capacity 
to serve the present and future needs of 
industry, commerce and homes in the 
Metropolitan Philadelphia area.” 


Built in 1918, the present Chester 
generating station started operation 
with two 33,000-kw. turbine-generators. 
In 1925 two additional units, each with 
a capacity of 30,000 kw., were placed in 
service. From that date the total gen- 
erating capacity has been 126,000 kw., 
the plant operating with steam at a 
pressure of 250 Ib. and a temperature 
of 600 deg. F. 

In order to add capacity and at the 
same time substantially improve the 
operating economy, a superposed 50,- 
000-kw. unit, now under construction, 
will be placed in operation early in 





ANOTHER UNIT FOR CHESTER—The new 80,000-kw. condensing turbo-generator 
ordered by Philadelphia Electric last week will be installed at Chester Station (above) 
and for which a 50,000-kw. superposed unit is now under construction 
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NEARING COMPLETION—Generating capacity of Central Maine Power will soon be 
further increased by completion of this 15,000-kv. turbine-generator at Bucksport 





1941. Steam for this new unit is sup- 
plied from two high-pressure boilers at 
a pressure of 1,250 lb. and at a tem- 
perature of 925 deg. F. The steam leaves 
this turbine at a pressure of 250 Ib. 
and at a temperature of approximately 


600 deg. F. 
Creating More Jobs 


As the next step in supplying capac- 
ity in this load center and on the Phila- 
delphia Electric System a new 80,000- 
kw. low-pressure condensing unit has 
just been ordered and construction 
work will start in the near future. The 
turbine-generator will create consid- 
erable employment in the area, in addi- 
tion to the increased employment re- 
quired for its installation at the gen- 
erating station. The unit will be 59 ft. 
long, 27 ft. wide and 16 ft. high and 
will weigh approximately 1,200,000 Ib. 
In order to condense the steam from 
this turbine a condenser will be ordered 
in which there will be over 60 miles 
of %-in. diameter copper alloy tubes, 
through which 7,500,000 gal. of water 
will be passed every hour. 

The new unit will be housed in an 
extension to the present turbine hall. 
The extension will be approximately 50 
ft. wide, 150 ft. long and 80 ft. high. 
Estimated total cost of the equipment 
and building is approximately $4,600,- 
000. 


Seeks to Export Energy 


The Servicios Electricos de Piedras 
Negras, S. A., a corporation of the 
Republic of Mexico, has applied to 
the Federal Power Commission for a 
presidential permit to use and main- 
tain a connection at the international 
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boundary line for a transmission line 
from the plant of the Central Power & 
Light Co., located in Texas near the 
city of Eagle Pass, which carries en- 
ergy to the applicant’s plant located 
in Piedras Negras, Mexico. 


To Merge Electricity and 
Transportation Boards 


Merging of the Quebec Provincial 
Electricity Board and the Quebec 
Transportation and Communications 
Commission to form a new Quebec 
Public Service Board became effective 
at the end of July. 

Lucien Dugas, one-time Speaker of 
the Quebec Legislature, will remain 
as chairman of the new five-man com- 
mission which will handle matters deal- 
ing with electricity, transportation and 
ferries in the Quebec province. 





Los Angeles to Add 
New Turbo-Generator 


The Los Angeles Bureau of Power 
and Light has placed a $1,013,020 
contract with Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. for a 65,000-kw. 
turbo-generator to be installed in a 
plant at Wilmington. The plant is 
scheduled for operation by December, 
1942. 

The purpose of the new station is 
to provide additional stand-by capacity 
for the bureau system, which now 
receives most of its power over three 
266-mile circuits from Boulder Dam. 
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TVA Gross Revenues 
‘Tripled in Year 


Gross revenues of the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority for the year ended June 
30 were approximately $14,850,363, as 
compared with $5,445,000 in the year 
ended June 30, 1939, the authority re- 
ports. 

The states from which the gross 
proceeds were derived were: Tennes- 
see, $12,029,566; Georgia, $65,798; 
Mississippi, $428,660; Alabama, $2,- 
290,571; Kentucky, $7,609; North 
Carolina, $28,160. 

Book value of TVA electrical prop- 
erties at the end of the fiscal year was 
set at $182,040,672. This included $98,- 
843,973 in hydro projects completed, 
$15,376,188 in hydro plants under con- 
struction, . $62,401,985 in completed 
transmission lines and $5,418,526 in 
transmission facilities under construc- 
tion. 


FPC Dismisses Its Order 
Against Missouri Utility 


The Federal Power Commission has 
dismissed its order of July 14, 1939, 
directing the Missouri Power & Light 
Co. to show cause for failing to com- 
ply with Electric Plant Accounts In- 
struction 2-D of the FPC’s Uniform 
System of Accounts. 

The FPC found that the company 
submitted substantially the information 
required by the show-cause order in an 
original cost study filed under the Uni- 
form System of Accounts and under 
the commission’s order of May ll, 
1937, promulgating the accounting 
system. 


Utilities Get Extension 
on Plant Accounting 


Upon consideration of petitions filed 
with it, the FPC has granted to five 
electric companies extension of time 
in which to comply with Electric Plant 
Accounts Instruction 2-D of the com- 
mission’s Uniform System of Accounts 
and the commission’s order of May 11, 
1937. 

The companies comprised in the 
commission’s orders and the dates t0 
which further extensions are granted 
are: 

Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Go. of*Baltimore, to Decembe 
31, 1940; Buffalo Niagara Electric 
Corp., to January 31, 1941; Northern 
Indiana Power Co., to December 31, 
1940; Public Service Co. of Indiana, 
to December 31, 1940; Indiana Service 
Corp., to September 30, 1940. 
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Jury Grants Utility Right 
to Loss on Condemnation 


Sets $5,000,000 as value of facilities of Puget Sound Power & Light 
sought by Washington State PUD — Price includes severance 
damages — Decision hailed as utility victory 


The verdict of a federal court jury 
at Bellingham, Wash., in setting a valu- 
ation of $5,000,000 on properties of 
Puget Sound Power & Light Co. which 
the Whatcom County Public Utility 
District sought to purchase is expected 
to have a far-reaching effect on the 
future course of the PUD movement in 
that area. 

Great importance was placed on the 
allowance of severance value, the 
amount of which was not disclosed, 
since the decision of the jury set but 
one price and there was no breakdown. 
However, the verdict was interpreted as 
establishing for the first-time the legal 
right of a private utility to severance 
damages when it was forced to sell a 
portion of its system in condemnation 
proceedings. 


Second Favorable Decision 


This is the second court decision 
favorable to private utilities this year. 
The first was when a Tacoma jury val- 
ued properties of Washington Gas & 
Electric Co. at $6,011,556 against a 
price of $3,830,000 sought by Cowlitz 
County Public Utility District. The util- 
ity had asked $7,500,000 for its prop- 
erty, without provision being made for 
severances. 

Puget Sound Power & Light witnesses 
at the trial, which lasted three months, 
testified that the market value of the 
facilities involved in the proposed sale 
to the PUD were from $4,850,000 to 
$5,150,000 and claimed severance 
losses of from $1,900,000 to $2,400,000. 





The PUD set the severance loss at only 
$100,000 and insisted that the proper- 
ties could be reproduced at a cost of 
about $4,400,000, and asserted that the 
current value did not exceed $3,000,000. 

Observers are of the opinion that the 
PUD is likely to encounter concerted 
opposition if it should attempt to pro- 
ceed with the purchase of the Puget 
Sound properties on the basis of the 
$5,000,000 court price, since such a 
price would be contrary to arguments 
put forth by the PUD during the trial. 

Utilities in the district have been 
reluctant to dispose of part of their 
systems to the PUDs because a certain 
amount of economy of operation is lost 
when systems are disrupted. The gov- 
ernment, seeking to force outlets for its 
power from Bonneville and Grand 
Coulee dams, has been exerting consid- 
erable pressure on the PUDs to force 
the utilities to sell facilities. 


FPC Accepts New Rates 
Filed by Otter Tail Co. 


Federal Power Commission has ac- 
cepted a uniform rate schedule filed 
by the Otter Tail Power Co., represent- 
ing a reduction of approximately 10 
per cent in the wholesale rates for elec- 
tric energy charged by the company 
to a group of small distribution sys- 
tems in Minnesota. 

The wholesale customers which will 
benefit from the cut in rates include 
the cities of Breckenridge, Barnesville 


and Ortonville, Minn., the village of 
Lake Park, Minn., and the Minnesota 
Utilities Co. 

The new rate schedule, effective as 
of July 1, 1940, was filed by Otter 
Tail Power Co. on July 31, in response 
to the commission’s order of May 1, 
1940, directing the company to remove 
the discrimination found to exist be- 
tween the rates formerly charged these 
wholesale customers and those charged 
to Fergus Falls. 


North American Units 
Target of U. S. Probe 


The Justice Department has ordered 
allegations of illegal political activities 
by public utilities put before federal 
grand juries in St. Louis, Springfield, 
Ill., and Des Moines, Iowa. The inquiry 
will center on Union Electric Co. of 
Missouri, Illinois Iowa Power Co., Mis- 
souri Power & Light Co. and certain 
affiliates, all units of the North Ameri- 
can Co. system. The companies have 
been under investigation by the SEC. 

The SEC has announced that at the 
request of the Department of Justice it 
had deferred, for the present, its pub- 
lic proceedings in connection with pos- 
sible violations by North American Co. 
and Union Electric Co. of various pro- 
visions of the Securities Act of 1933, 
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 
and the Public Utility Holding Com- 
pany Act of 1935. 


New Bonneville Line 


The Bonneville power administration 
energized last week the 235-mile cir- 
cuit built to connect Bonneville and 
Grand Coulee dams. Construction of the 
230,000-volt lines was started a year 
ago. Cost, including acquisition and 
clearance of right-of-way, surveys and 


engineering design, was approximately 
$4,000,000. 


NO SECRET IN INLAND EMPIRE—Washington Water Power sees that Adequate Wiring campaign is no secret to customers of the 
Inland Empire, as attested by its display of advertising and publicity. Fully co-operative, the advertisements are by the 
Spokane Bureau, 46 electrical contractors, eight electrical supply companies, seven building material dealers, six builders, four 
“ppliance dealers, two banks and a hardware dealer. At left, H. C. Bender of Washington Water Power: at right. Art Schanuel 
of ‘National Bureau 
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Defense Construction to 
Be West of Alleghenies 


Electric power facilities, coupled with military considerations, 
reported influencing plant locations within 
the Army's “safety belt” 


Electric utilities, in planning for ad- 
ditional national defense industrial 
loads, can be reasonably assured that 
the bulk of new armament plants to be 
built will be located west of the Alle- 
ghenies and east of the Plains states, 
according to advices from Washington 
this week. 

The Army has bounded the nation 
with a “safety belt” 250 miles inland 
from water and 200 miles from land 
boundaries. This area has been divid- 
ed into five or six armament districts, 
each of which will be designed to be 
partially self-sufficient. 


Cincinnati Example 


Private plant expansion, in so far as 
practicable, also will be located within 
the Army’s “safety belt” area. Indica- 
tive of the results of official urgings in 
this direction was the recent announce- 
ment of a huge new airplane engine 
factory to be built at Cincinnati. The 
Army’s own initial munitions plant, a 
$25,000,000 smokeless powder factory, 
was located in Indiana, across the river 
from Louisville. 

Decision of defense planners to con- 
centrate new construction in the indus- 
trial belt behind the Alleghenies was 
prompted primarily by strategic rea- 
sons, but the matter of power was a 
component part of the picture. This 
area, perhaps better than any other in 
the nation, it was said in Washington, 
can absorb additional industrial power 
loads. Additional factors were the ac- 
cessibility of the area and a large avail- 
able supply of workers. 


Adequate Power 


According to reports, some New 
Dealers undeniably would like to spot 
these defense plants where they might 
upset local power schedules, in order 
to “prove” their long-standing argu- 
ments of shortages. This will not hap- 
pen so long as the defense program 
remains in the hands of the present de- 
fense commission and the service forces 
who now have the “green light” in 
Washington. 

These agencies are interested only in 
getting things done, and with the mini- 
mum of interference with normal life. 
They are going to distribute munitions 
plants and private orders where they 
need them for strategic reasons first, 
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of course, but also they are going to 
put them where the job can and will 
be done. Among other things, this 
means where power will be available 
for the work. 


Nebraska TVAs Told 
to Pool Operations 


Nebraska’s three public power dis- 
tricts, fathered by Senator George Nor- 
ris, which had defaulted on their obliga- 
tions to the PWA, must pool their oper- 
ations and combine management to gain 
an extension of the debt at a reduced 
rate of interest. A total of $37,844,000 
had been borrowed from the government 
agency, which has been negotiating a 
settlement of the default in interest, 
aggregating $1,843,000, for several 
months. 

The new issue of refunding bonds 
will carry a lower rate than the present 
4 per cent. A sliding scale has been 
provided, the rate increasing as plants 
raise production. 

The new refunding bonds will replace 
$9,268,000 of the Loup River Public 
Power District’s bonds and $762,000 
unpaid interest, $8,776,000 of the 
Sutherland Public Power District’s 
bonds and $1,081,000 defaulted interest 
and $19,800 of the Tri-County Public 
Power District’s bonds. 

A grant of $3,548,000 from PWA was 
given the Loup River to assist it to 
establish itself as a self-sustaining proj- 
ect. Sutherland was granted $2,430,000 
and Tri-County was given $13,000,000, 
from which it paid its interest without 
defaulting. 


Safe Harbor Rehearing 
Denied by Federal Board 


FPC has denied the application filed 
on July 16 by the Safe Harbor Water 
Power Corp. for rehearing on the com- 
mission’s order and opinion No. 47, in- 
cluding findings of fact and conclu- 
sions of law, issued on June 17, with 
regard to the basis of a wholesale rate 
for electric energy produced by Safe 
Harbor. No new facts or principles of 
law have been presented in the appli- 
cation for rehearing to justify a re- 
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versal or revision of its order and 
opinion, the commission finds. 

The order directed the Safe Harbor 
company to put its wholesale rate for 
electric energy on a basis of 6 per 
cent return on net investment, plus 
adequate working capital. 


Alabama Drive Sells 
2,489 Ranges, Heaters 


A 60-day “In the Bag” sales contest 
recently sponsored by the Electrical 
Appliance Dealers Association of Ala- 
bama resulted in the sale of 2,489 
ranges and water heaters. The quota 
was 2,000. 

Approximately $1,000 worth of prize 
money, as contributed by eleven appli- 
ance distributors in the state, was the 
incentive for the campaign in addition 
to the usual commissions. All dealers 
and salesmen on the lines of the Ala- 
bama Power Company were eligible to 
compete. 

The association sent out all mailing 
pieces relative to the campaign in paper 
bags. The first bag which went out had 
the words “This is the Bag” in red let- 
ters on the outside and nothing inside. 
Other bags arrived later to give the 
details and to keep salesmen and deal- 
ers informed of the progress of the 
sale. Finally prizes and commission 
checks arrived in paper bags. 

Only new appliance sales counted in 
the contest, reported Orville A. Reed, 
secretary-treasurer of the association 
and also in charge of dealer co-opera- 
tive sales for the Alabama Power Com- 
pany. 


Adjourns Rate Hearing 


The Public Service Commission has 
adjourned to October 1 the scheduled 
hearing on rates charged by the New 
York State Electric & Gas Corp. The 
commission’s order is the result of an 
investigation of the intercompany re- 
lationships between the operating utili 
ties of the Associated Gas & Electric 
System and subsidiary and affiliated 
corporations. 


Win Westinghouse Prizes 


C. J. McGhee, Ohio Public Service 
Co., Massillon, Ohio, and Harold Eshel- 
man, Eshelman*Music Co., St. Joseph, 
Mo., are the winners of the two $1,000 
cash prizes in the Westinghouse sales 
audition contest which was conducted 
by the merchandising division of West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
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Seventy Feet Added 
to Austin Dam 


Announcement is made by the Lower 
Colorado River Authority that two con- 
tracts, totaling more than $4,000,000, 
to raise the height of the Marshall Ford 
Dam on the Colorado River, 18 miles 
north of Austin, 70 ft. to a total height 
of 265 ft. have been awarded. When this 
construction unit is completed the total 
cost of the dam will have been ap- 
proximately $29,000,000. 

Brown & Root, Inc., and the McKen- 
zie Construction Co. of Austin were 
awarded a joint contract for placing 
reinforced concrete at a price of $3,- 
137,495. 

Herman Brown, head of Brown & 
Root, Inc., said the new contracts will 
insure completion of the dam. Between 
400 and 500 workmen are now engaged 
atthe dam. Mr. Brown announced that 
the force of workmen will be increased 
to between 600 and 800 within the next 
60 days, when construction under the 
new contract will be in full swing. 

The completed dam will be 265 ft. 
above the normal channel of the Colo- 
rado River. Actual construction of the 
dam would require ten to twelve months 
for their part of the structure, Brown 
said. The contractors have been given 
eighteen months, however, to complete 
the dam under terms of the contracts. 


SEC Orders Public Hearing 
on Vermont Utility Pacts 


At the request of the Public Service 
Commission of Vermont the SEC has 
ordered a public investigation of the 
servicing arrangements between the 
New England Power Service Co. and 
the Bellows Falls Hydro-Electric Corp. 
and Green Mountain Power Corp. 

This is the first public investigation 
of any kind to be made by the SEC 
under the utility act at the request of 
a state utility commission. Commis- 
sioner Robert E. Healy and Adrian C. 
Humphreys, trial examiner, will preside 
at the hearing to be held September 
12, in the U. S. District Court at Mont- 
pelier. 


Absorbs Federal Tax 


Electric bills in St. Paul, Minn., will 
not be increased as a result of the new 
federal taxes that took effect July 1 to 

elp finance the national defense pro- 
gram, according to a recent statement 

officials of the Northern States 
Power Co. The company will continue 
to pay the tax, including the increase, 
Which amounts roughly to % cent per 
kilowatt-hour. 





10,000,000TH VISITOR—Clarence L. Law, vice-president of Consolidated Edison Co. of 
New York. welcoming 11-year-old Katherine M. Rogers of Monroe, N. Y.. as the ten 
millionth visitor at the “City of Light.” exhibit at the New York World’s Fair 





Restore Utility Service 
in Storm Swept Area 


A 75-mile hurricane sweeping out of 
the tropics struck the shores of Georgia 
and South Carolina last Sunday, dis- 
rupting utility service over a wide area. 
Charleston, S. C., appeared to be the 
worst hit, with communication and elec- 
tric service out of commission. Flood- 
waters added to the difficulties. Utility 
service was restored after being para- 
lyzed 24 hours. 

Parts of Louisiana were hit in an- 
other storm which struck in that area. 
Most of the damage was due to flood- 
waters and in some sections utility serv- 
ice was out for a time. 


Air-Conditioning Record 
for Consolidated Edison 


Air-conditioning installations added 
to the lines of the Consolidated Edison 
system in the first six months of 1940 
set an all-time record, totaling 481 in- 
stallations amounting to 11,401 hp., 
as against 318 amounting to 10,613 hp. 
in the same period a year ago, based 
on the reports from Vice-President 
E. F. Jeffe’s office. 

Included in the air-conditioning in- 
stallations in the first half of 1940 were 
465 self-contained units, amounting to 
946 hp. Largest gain this year was 
made in the Borough of Manhattan, 
where the installations numbered 380, 
totaling 9,888 hp., as against 208 in- 
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stallations totaling 8,258 hp. in the 
same period of last year. The 1940 
total for Manhattan included 391 self- 
contained units, amounting to 721 hp. 


Britton on Defense Group 


Mason Britton, vice-chairman of Mc- 
Graw-Hill Publishing Co., has been 
appointed supervisor of machine tools 
in the machine tool section of the pro- 
duction division of the National De- 
fense Advisory Commission. 


Electric Bond & Share 


Electric Bond & Share Co. this week 
was granted a postporiement until Sep- 
tember 4 in its corporate simplification 
case under the “death sentence” sec- 
tion of the public utility act. The 
utility had asked the SEC to delay the 
case until September 9, saying that on 
that date the company would be ready 
to file whatever objections it may have 
to the evidence already presented by 
the SEC utility division and to proceed 


with its own evidence. 


Harry R. Woodrow Dies 


Harry R. Woodrow, vice-president of 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
Inc., in charge of design, planning and 
inventory, and a director of Brooklyn 
Edison Co., Inc., died August 12 at his 
home in Bronxville, New York, after 
a long illness. 
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Curtis Awards Will 
Include Fluorescent 


The increasing importance of fluores- 
cent lighting has resulted in its inclu- 
sion this year for the first time in an- 
nual competition for the Augustus D. 
Curtis Award, according to an an- 
nouncement this week from Edison 
Electric Institute, which administers the 
competition each year. 

“Introduction of the fluorescent lamp 
has made practical the attainment of 
new high levels of lighting in commer- 
cial interiors, and it therefore provides 
a logical basis for inclusion in the 
1940-1941 competition,” C. E. Green- 
wood, commercial director of the in- 
stitute, says. “The primary purpose of 
the Curtis Award is to help create a 
high standard of illumination by pro- 
viding recognition, first, to the operat- 
ing utility companies in the United 
States which have accomplished most 
in advancing the art and practice of 
illumination in accordance with Better 
Light-Better Sight principles and, sec- 
ond, to the person or persons in these 
companies who have made the greatest 
individual contributions.” 

In order to qualify for the competi- 
tion, lighting installations must have 
been made during the twelve-month pe- 
riod ending March 1, 1941. The com- 
pleted presentations must be filed at 
Edison Electric Institute, New York, on 
or before April 1, 1941. 

To be eligible for the awards an in- 
stallation must either be a completely 
new commercial interior installation or 
involve the general relighting of a com- 
mercial interior. High levels of illu- 
mination as measured in foot-candles 
and increases in kilowatts will both be 
considered in determining the results 
of the competition.~ Relighting schemes 
must show a significant comparison be- 
tween old and new, and a marked im- 
provement in illumination results must 
be evident. The lighting may be com- 
pletely fluorescent, a combination of 
fluorescent and incandescent, or a com- 
plete incandescent installation. 


Cleveland Plant Given 
Additional PWA Grant 


Utilities Director John A. Hickey 
of Cleveland, Ohio, recently was no- 
tified that the Public Works Adminis- 
tration has granted the city an addi- 
tional $69,482 for construction of the 
new 37,500-kw. municipal light plant 
generating station. This brought to 
$2,765,106 the amount PWA has given 
Cleveland in three grants for the proj- 
eet, which will cost approximately 
$6,000,000. 

In commenting on the grant, Mr. 
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AUTOMATIC SUB—Southern California 
Edison is installing near Manhattan 
Beach, Calif., this G.E. automatic single- 


circuit substation unit. Transformer is 
1,000 kva., 16,500 to 2,520/4,360 wye, and 
other equipment assembled includes 
O.C.B., three pellet arresters, high-voltage 
fuses, load-ratio voltage regulation, meter- 
ing and control equipment 





Hickey said: “While the additional 
grant is not as large as the $190,000 we 
asked for, our request included con- 
tingencies which can be eliminated. 
The new grant insures us having enough 
money to complete the plant.” 


Utility Groups Intervene 
in Northwestern Hearing 


Public Utilities Commissioner of Ore- 
gon and the Department of Public 
Service of Washington have been al- 
lowed by the Federal Power Commission 
to intervene in the current hearing at 
Portland, Ore., involving the North- 
western Electric Co., with respect to 
adjustments in the company’s books of 
accounts. 

FPC’s order of June 18 ordered the 
utility to show cause why it should not 
be ordered to adjust its account book 
to conform with the joint “Report on 
the Reclassification and Original Cost 
Studies of Electric Plant as at January 
1, 1937,” made by the staffs of FPC 
and the Public Utilities Commissioner. 
Determination of the issues in the pro- 
ceeding involve a major test of the 
FPC’s jurisdiction over the accounting 
of electric utilities. 
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Wisconsin Utilities 
Seek Interchange 


The Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission has taken under advisement the 
joint application of the Madison Gas & 
Electric Co. and the Wisconsin Power 
& Light Co. for an interchange of sur- 
plus electric energy following a hear- 
ing at the state Capitol in Madison. 

The commission also heard the peti- 
tion of the Madison Gas & Electric Co. 
for authority to expend approximately 
$70,000 for equipment and a new trans- 
former at its Blount Street station in 
Madison. 

Testifying before the commission 
were Grover C. Neff, president of the 
Wisconsin Power & Light Co., who said 
that the proposed plan was in line with 
the power program recommended by 
the Public Service Commission in 1936, 
and T. A. Brown, superintendent of 
distribution for the Madison Gas & 
Electric Co. 

It was declared at the hearing that 
a similar interchange arrangement was 
in effect between the Wisconsin Power 
& Light Co. and the Wisconsin Electric 
Power Co. and that six times in the past 
two years the two utilities had helped 
each other out. 

Under the contract which the com- 
mission was asked to approve the Madi- 
son Gas & Electric Co. will supply about 
4,000,000 kw.-hr. to the Wisconsin 
Power & Light Co. and the Power & 
Light utility about 3,000,000 kw.-hr. to 
the Madison company. 


Ellensburg to Purchase 
2,000 Kw. at Bonneville 


The city of Ellensburg, Wash., has 
executed a five-year contract with Bon- 
neville Power Administration to pur- 
chase 2,000 kw. to supplement output 
of the city’s hydro plant. 

Deliveries of Bonneville power are to 
begin next spring, the city paying $0.75 
per kw. of monthly demand plus 4 cent 
per kw.-hr. under an “optional prime 
power rate.” The city may change to 2 
rate of $17.50 per kw. per year at any 
time during the term of the contract. 

Ellensburg becomes the seventh city 
to purchase prime power. 


Dismisses Complaint 


The Public Utility Commission has 
dismissed the three-year-old complaint 
alleging that cinders and coal dirt from 
the Pine Grove plant of the Pennsyl 
vania Power & Light Co. were injuring 
health and property. in.the surrounding 
area. The Commission ruled that it had 
no jurisdiction. 
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Virginia Utilities Join 
in $6,000,000 Expansion 


Plans developed two years ago basis for new transmission line 
connection and new 40,000-kw. turbo-generator — Facilities 
in Norfolk area to be increased 50 per cent 


Electric power facilities in the area 
around Norfolk, Va., are to be in- 
creased immediately by more than 50 
per cent to take care of additional 
requirements under the National De- 
fense Program. 

This announcement was made by 
officials of the Virginia Electric and 
Power Company following the state- 
ment by the Corporation Commission 
of Virginia of a program of construc- 
tion to include (1) a 110-kv. transmis- 
sion line extension connecting the Vir- 
ginia Public Service Company’s New- 
port News and Hampton Roads area 
with the transmission system of the 
Virginia Electric & Power Company at 
Richmond and (2) the erection of a 
40,000-kw. addition to the Vepco Reeves 
Avenue power plant in Norfolk. In- 
volving an expenditure of more than 
$6,000,000, the program is to be under- 
taken by the Virginia Public Service 
Company and the Virginia Electric & 
Power Company, the two utilities serv- 
ing these areas. 


New 40,000-Kw. Unit 


Of this total expenditure more than 
$4,000,000 is to be spent by Vepco in 
Norfolk on the new addition to its 
Reeves Avenue power plant, where a 
40,000-kw. Westinghouse turbo-genera- 
tor and high-pressure steam boiler will 
be installed and for which the contract 
will be let immediately. 

“Construction activities on the Reeves 
Avenue plant in Norfolk will begin im- 
mediately,” Jack G. Holtzclaw, presi- 
dent of Vepco, said, “and when com- 
pleted will increase the capacity of 
the Norfolk steam power plant by more 
than 50 per cent. This addition fol- 
lows closely a similar addition made 
to the Twelfth Street power station in 
Richmond, Va., which was put into 
operation early this year. The need for 
a large increase in power supply in 
the whole Tidewater area is foreseen 
as a direct result of tremendous con- 
struction activities in connection with 
the National Defense Program.” 

R. J. Throckmorton, vice-president of 
Vepco in charge of the Norfolk district, 
stated that the new power station addi- 
tion in Norfolk is scheduled for com- 
pletion in the fall of 1941, which will 
be in ample time for the expected in- 


crease in power requirements in con- 
nection with the shipbuilding activities 
and other phases of the National De- 
fense Program, and that construction 
work on the transmission line which 
will tie in the two electric power sys- 
tems will require a period of perhaps 
six months and is scheduled for com- 
pletion early in 1941. 

Additional boiler capacity has re- 
cently been installed at the Hampton 
generating station, M. J. O’Connell, 
president of Virginia Public Service, 
pointed out. “We feel that more power 
will be necessary,” he said, “and when 
the high power transmission line is 
completed within the next few months 
the Hampton Roads area will have 
practically unlimited power.” Virginia 
Public Service is interconnected with 
Appalachian Electric Power, Carolina 
Power & Light and Duke Power, as 
well as with Virginia Electric & Power. 

In addition to its steam and hydro 
capacity in Virginia and West Vir- 
ginia the new $2,000,000 addition .to 
the Alexandria station will soon be 
completed, Mr. O’Connell said. 


Studied Two Years Ago 
This program of serving the Hamp- 


ton Roads area is in conformity with 
the plans developed jointly by engi- 


neers for the Corporation Commission 
of Virginia and the power companies 
two years ago. 

The commission stated that the action 
was of primary importance in the work 
of the defense program and expressed 
to Mr. O’Connell, and to Mr. Holtz- 
claw “gratification that their compa- 
nies had co-operated in these projects 
so promptly.” 

Federal officials interested in the 
defense angles of the project also 
praised the action of the companies 
and commission in having the survey 
made two years ago and expressed the 
opinion that it prevented delay in giv- 
ing the Hampton Roads area additional 
power in the present emergency. 


Elephant Butte Dam 


The transmission line from Elephant 
Butte Dam to Las Cruces, N. M., will be 
completed during October and delivery 
of energy will begin about November 
1, according to L. R. Riock, superin- 
tendent of the Rio Grande Reclamation 
project. C. A. Harris has been appointed 
general foreman in charge of operatiens 
of the project. 


Co-ops to Reduce Rates 


Indiana Public Service Commission 
has approved a new. schedule of rates 
reducing cost of electricity on lines of 
25 rural electric membership corpora- 
tions in the state. E. F. Hauser, man- 
ager of the Indiana State-Wide Rural 
Electric Membership Corp., said the 
state had 39 energized lines and that 
practically all will make rate reduc- 
tions early in August. 





40-YEAR CEREMONY—Westinghouse commercial Vice-President C. E. Stephens receives 

40-year service emblem from board chairman A. W. Robertson. Left to right, Vice- 

President David S. Youngholm, a 30-year veteran; Mr. Stevens, Mr. Robertton, the 

company’s secretary, C. W. Pomeroy, also a 30-year veteran, and Vice-President 
Harold Smith, in charge of legal. with 20 years service 
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New Rules Feature 
MKB Heater Contest 


Sound load ‘building progress is re- 
warded by the new rules of the 1940 
Electric Water Heater Contest an- 
nounced by the Modern Kitchen Bureau. 

As heretofore, sales volume per thou- 
sand domestic customers and percentage 
of sales increase in water heater sales 
are accorded heavy ratings, which this 
year total 35 per cent. On the other 
hand, highest single rating of 40 per 
cent goes to execution of the utility 
company’s plan and an added 10 per 
cent to excellence of conception of the 
plan. 

The shift in emphasis broadens the 
list of companies that will feel free to 
compete for three cash prizes totaling 
$1,000. It would not be necessary un- 
der this year’s rules for a company 
merely to show a sudden spurt in 
water heater sales percentage-wise to 
win a major prize. Secondly, a small 
company or a medium-sized company 
suffers no disadvantage on total volume 
of sales because sales are weighed on a 
basis of sales per thousand customers. 

The contest is offered to utilities to 
encourage them to develop sound load- 
building policies which will sell electric 
water heaters that will stay sold. Entries 
are due March 1, 1941, and it is ex- 
pected that conditions of the contest 
will encourage participation by com- 
bination as well as straight electric com- 
panies, by companies up against severe 
competition from other fuels, from local 
customs or low-income territory and by 
companies following sound, steady sell- 
ing and promotional plans adapted to 
their local problems. 


Inventors Council 
to Evaluate Ideas 


A special division of the National In- 
ventors Council will be set up shortly 
to receive, catalogue and evaluate elec- 
trical inventions submitted to aid in 
national defense. 

The council expects to establish per- 
manent offices in the Commerce De- 
partment building in Washington in 
about six weeks to act as a clearing 
house for all civilian suggestions for 
improving defense weapons, A skilled 
technical staff will be named to con- 
sider all submitted inventions and the 
council is preparing to handle upward 
6f 100,000 ideas a year. Other divisions 
of the staff will be established to study 
inventions in the chemical and mechan- 
ical fields. 

In addition to receiving civilian ideas, 
the council also will accept specific 
assignments from defense officials and 
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relay these to skilled inventors consid- 
ered best equipped to find the needed 
solutions. Dr. William D. Coolidge, di- 
rector of General Electric Research 
Laboratories, is the member of the 
council particularly interested in the 
electrical field. 


Northern States Power 
Wins Water Heater Prize 


Northern States Power Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn., has been awarded first 
honors in a national contest sponsored 
by the Modern Kitchen Bureau for the 
best series of newspaper advertise- 
ments on electric water heating. The 
cash prize of $250 accompanying the 
award goes to T. H. Kettle, the com- 
pany’s advertising manager. 

Winner of second award was Indi- 
anapolis Power & Light Co., with John 
G. Longsdorf, advertising manager, 
taking second prize money of $100. 
Third prize went to the Municipal 
Power and Light Plant, Richmond, 
Ind., Fentress Tucker receiving the 
$50 prize money. 


TVA Signs Labor Contract 


The first labor contract between the 
TVA and its 8,000 employees in the 
building construction and metal trades 
has been signed, according to Director 
David E. Lilienthal. The agreement de- 
fines and secures the benefits of joint 
labor-management conference and ac- 
tion. The contract sets up machinery 
for mediation of any disputes and elimi- 
nates the threat of strike while disputes 
are in the process of settlement. 


City Signs for PUD Power 


Morton, Wash., officials have signed 
a contract for electric light and power 
with the Lewis County public utility 
district, to use Bonneville energy, which 
is to be ready for distribution this fall, 
according to Bonneville officials. Con- 
tract is said to include building of a 
substation in either Riffe or Mossy- 
rock. 


Deny Rate Increase 


Quebec Provincial Electricity Board 
has refused application of the Southern 
Canada Power Co. for the right to 
increase its energy charges in Drum- 
mondville, Que., enough to relieve the 
utility from property assessment in- 
crease involving the payment of $20,880 
additional yearly taxes. 


ELECTRICAL 





MEETINGS 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Annual meeting, southwestern section, Santa 
Barbara, Calif. —_ 26-30; northwestern sec. 
tion, Great Fails, ont., September 3-6; south. 
ern section, Houston, Tex., September 16-20; 
western section, Kansas Ci o., September 
aceaf sets section, New York, N. Y., Octo- 

r 7-11. 


American Institute of Electrical ineers—Pa- 
cific Coast convention, Los Angeles, Calif., 
August 27-30; Middle Eastern district meeting, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 9-11; winter conven- 
tion, Philadelphia, Pa., January 27-31. pH, 
Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th St., 
New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Agricultural Engineers— 
North Atlantic section, August 27-30, Orono, 
Maine; fall meeting, Chicago, December 2-6, 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Fal| 
meeting, Hotel Davenport, Spokane, Wash., 
September 3-6; annual meeting, New York, 
N. Y., December 2-5. C. E. Davies, national 
secretary, 29 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Annual conven- 
tion, Bedford a Hotel, Bedford, Pa., 
September 4-6. A. B. Millar, managing direc- 
tor, State Street Bldg., Harrisburg, Pa. 


Maryland Utilities Association — Fall convention, 
George Washington Hotel, Ocean City, Md., 
September 6-7. G. F. Jones, secretary, Potomac 
Electric Power Co. Building, Washington, D. C. 


Illuminating Engineering Society — Annual meet- 
ing. x and Sussex Hotel, Spring Lake, 
N. J., September 9-12. F. Horton, execu- 
ia secretary, 51 Madison Av., New York, 


Rocky Mountain Electrical League—Annual con- 
vention, Albuquerque, N. M., September 9-II. 
George Lewis, Manager, Gas & 
ing, Denver, Colo. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—Annual conven- 
tion, accountin section, Lawsonia Hotel, 
Green Lake, is., September 16-17; electric 
section, commercial and technical divisions, 
Hotel Pfister, Milwaukee, November |!-I2. 
A. F. Herwig, Executive secretary, 135 West 

Wells St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Engineering and 
operation section, Fort Sumter Hotel, Charles- 


lectric Build- 


ton, S. C., September 19-20. J. W. Talley, 
executive secretary, 308 Haas-Howell Bldg. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—National 
convention, Chicago, Ill., September 24-27, 
Brent Wiley, managing director, Empire Bidg., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Indiana Electric Association—Annual convention, 
French Lick, Ind., September 25-27. R, E. Blos- 
com secretary, 1414 Circle Tower, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 


Empire State Gas and Electric Association—An- 
nual convention, Westchester Country Club, 
Rye, N. Y., September 26-27. George H. 
a "i a Grand Central Terminal, New 
York, N. Y. 


Electrochemical Socie' all mogting, Ottawa, 
Canada, October 2-5. Colin G. Fink, secre- 
tary, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 


Edison Electric Institute—Electrical equipment 
committee, Jefferson Hotel, Richmond, Va., 
October 7-8; transmission and distribution com- 
mittee, Henry Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Ga. 
October 14-16. H. S. Bennion, aqnegiag di- 
rector, 420 Lexington Av., New York, N. Y. 


International Municipal Signal Association—An- 
nual meeting, Roosevelt Hotel, Jacksonville, 
Fla., October 14-17. Irvin Shulsinger, secretary, 
Eight East 4ist St., New York, N. Y 


American Weldi Soclety—Annual meeting in 
sonication witht the National Metal Exposi- 
tion, Cleveland, Ohio, October 20-25. Miss M. 
Kelly, secretary, 29 West 39th St., New York. 


National Electrical. Contractors — Association — 
Fall meeting, George Washington Hotel, 
Jacksonville, Fla., October 21-23. L. W. Davis, 
eure: manager, 420 Lexington Avenue, New 
ork, 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association — 
Semi-Annual convention, Hotel William Penn 
Pittsburgh, Pa., October 22-25. €. Dona 
Tolles, eggoging director, 165 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Annual meeting. Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, N. Y., October 27-Novem 1. W. J 
Donald, managing director, 155 East 44th St. 
New York, N. Y. 
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Isolator and 
Glass body on all sizes 
ave exclusive features 
on L-M“HEAVY DUTY” 
Lightning Arresters 
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HIGH SURGE CAPACITY due to a special valve material compositia/ 
chemically stable, which has proved to withstand far greater surgi/ 


FAST ACTION because of electrically fast Ladder Gap which resi: 


burning, pitting or overheating — also because of the low resistan 
of the valve material at high surges. . 


PROTECTION AGAINST RADIO INTERFERENCE is assured by the double se 
against entrance of moisture. No breathing—no leakage. 

THE ISOLATOR eliminates feeder lockouts due to follow-current throuj) 
damaged arresters — it always disconnects the ground lead instan)’ 
and only when arrester is damaged. ) 


TEST BY SIGHT—through the heat resisting Glass Body a visual insps 
tion always tells the condition of the arrester. 


PERMANENCE OF CHARACTERISTICS because the valve material remail| 
unchanged after hundreds of surges and years of service — it’s alwz) 
ready for action. 


Further facts and figures are in the new Lightning Arrester Bullei} 


No. 40151. If you do not have your copy ask your L-M Represen’} 
tive or write to... | 


LINE MATERIAL CO., Milwaukee, Wi) 
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MORE RURAL LINES FOR 
TEXAS — This Central 
Power & Light line crew 
connects a_ transformer 
and prepares to run serv- 
ice wires as part of the 
company’s 1940 $100,000 
rural and urban extension 
program 
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MORE POWER TO FLOR- 
IDA — Construction pro- 
ceeds apace toward com- 
Pletion of the addition to 
Florida Power & Light's 
Lauderdale steam-electric 
station, where capacity is 
being increased 50 per 
cent to 75,000 kw. total 


——— “ 
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NARRAGANSETT  ELEC- 
TRIC NEARS 200,000 KW. 
—Narragansett Electric at 
Providence, R. I., installs 
430,000-lb.-per-hour Com- 
bustion Engineering Co 
boiler at the Manchester 
Street station to provide 
steam at 1,200 |b. 900 
deg. F. 





E INDUSTRY 


LIGHTING FOR SAN DIEGO BOULEVARD—Ornamental steel 

Lceful bracket arms and G. E. luminaires housing 1,500-watt 
nployed to create high degree of light visibility for pedestrians 
ristd on El Cajon Boulevard. Lights are paired at street inter- 
fiorf, located on center islands, one over each traffic lane 
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BRINGING THE 
MOUNTAIN TO 
MAHOMET — To dis- 
pel some of the mys- 
tery with which 
people regard routine 
utility operations, the 
Montana Power Com- 
pany displays a 
standard pole top 
and similar exhibits 
in its store windows 
at Hamilton. On the 
front ledge of the 
window is an “ex- 
ploded” display of 
the socket meter 
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The metallographic microscope 
in Anaconda’s studio magnifies 
samples 3000 diameters...makes 
possible the detection of hereto- 
fore undiscovered flaws and 
deficiencies in cable materials 


N THIS PHASE of laboratory work, the 

engineer must have both the trained eye 
of the casting director and the skill of the 
make-up artist and cameraman. For, expert 
preparation of the metal sample is necessary 
before any revealing secrets will be given up 
to the observer. Then experience comes to 
the foreground to interpret what is seen. 

These observations, plus the results of 
numerous physical and chemical tests, are the 
basis of manufacturing control and develop- 
ment resulting in better products to meet and 
surpass the new and more strict, A 
specifications of the customer. 
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Visit the Copper & Brass Industry Exhibit in the 
Hall of Industry, New Y ork World’s Fair—1940. 
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Energy Production | 
Dips from ‘40 Peak 


Production of electricity by the elec- 
tric light and power industry in the 
week ended August 10 was 2,589,318,- 


™,000 kw.-hr., according to the Edison 
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Electric Institute, slightly under the 
1940 record output of the preceding 
week. 

For the most recent week output 
was 11.0 per cent ahead of the corre- 
sponding week of a year ago, 21.3 per 
cent ahead of 1938 and 12.5 per cent 
ahead of 1937. With respect to last 
winter's peak, output in the week 
ended August 10 was 2.0 below that 
record. This compared with decreases 
of 1.3 per cent and 3.1 per cent for 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1940 1939 1937 
Aug. 10 2,589 Aug. 12 2,333 Aug. 14 2,301 
Aug. 3 2,605 Aug. 5 2,325 2,262 
July 27 2,601 July 29 2,342 July 31 2,256 
July 20 2,524 July 22 2,295 July 24 2,259 
July 13 2,483 July 15 2,324 July 17 2,298 
July 6 2,265 July 8 2,078 July 10 2,0% 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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corresponding weeks of 1939 and 1938, 
respectively, and with an increase of 
1.0 per cent for 1937. 

Decreases in point of percentage 
gains over 1939 were shown by all ex- 
cept two major geographic regions in 
the week ended August 10. The excep- 
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tions were the New England and Pacific 
Coast areas, which increased their mar- 
gins somewhat in the most recent week. 
Relative positions of the different 
regions remained the same, with the 
Rocky Mountain states in first place, 
Central Industrial section in second. 





Week Ending 

Aug. 10 Aug.3 July 27 

New England ......... + 3.7 3, + 2.7 

Middle Atlantic _..... + 6.4 + 8.0 8.9 

Central Industrial .... +15.9 -+17.5 Tis 

West Central ......... +l1.t +149 11.7 

Southern States ....... +112 +15.0 Tt 8.6 

Rocky Mountain ...... +194 +215 -+18.4 

BOING | sdagite Sots scars +53 +37 +232 

United States ...... +110 +120 +41.1 
Seeks FPC Authority 


to Segregate Utilities 


Fishers Island Farms, Inc., a New 
York corporation doing business largely 
as a real estate development company 
on Fishers Island, part of the town of 
Southold, Suffolk County, state of New 
York, has filed with the Federal Power 
Commission an application for approval 
and authorization for the sale of its 
electric utility facilities to the Fishers 
Island Electric Corp. in exchange for 
872 shares of the common capital stock 
of the purchasing corporation. 

The applicant states that the Fishers 
Island Electric Corp. was incorporated 
for the purpose of acquiring all the 
electric properties on the island, in- 
cluding those owned by the applicant. 


Columbus City Tax Seen 


Possibility of additional tax burdens 
on consumers of gas and electricity 

was seen despite the failure recently 
| of a special six-mill levy to pass at 
an election in Columbus, O., to finance 
Recessary city operations. Council is 
considering a consumer’s “use tax” 
to be levied on telephone, gas, and 
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electricity services provided by local 
utilities, to bring in at the rate of 3 
per cent an estimated $403,000 an- 
nually as follows: Telephone sub- 
scribers $184,000; Columbus and 
Southern Ohio Electric consumers, 
$96,000; Gas company consumers, 
$98,150; and municipal light plant 
consumers, $25,000. 


TVA Celebration 


A three-day celebration in Chat- 
tanooga is being planned for the Labor 
Day week-end to mark the completion 
of the Chickamauga Dam by the TVA 
and to display the recreational and in- 
dustrial possibilities of the Tennessee 
Valley, according to R. E. Biggers, 
president of the Tennessee Valley Cele- 
bration Committee, who was in New 
York last week. 


Newark Retains Plant 


The City Commission of Newark, 
N. J. has refused to close the city- 
owned power plant and buy its service 
from the local utility company. Public 
property directors sought to have the 
plant discontinued on the ground that 
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utility service is cheaper and would 
eliminate high repair and maintenance 
costs borne by the city each year. Mr. 
Burn estimated savings at $16,000 to 
$20,000 a year. 

The building is in need of repairs, he 
said, despite the fact that $175,000 was 
spent recently in an attempt to eliminate 
vibrations of machinery that have 
cracked walls and otherwise damaged 
nearby city-owned buildings. 


Puerto Rico Utility Plans 
to Add New 7,500-Kw. Unit 


Activities aimed toward making 
Puerto Rico the Gibraltar of the Carib- 
bean have increased the electric loads 
of the Porto Rico Railway, Light & 
Power Co. at San Juan at an annual 
rate of 20 per cent. To meet the added 
demand the company is increasing the 
San Juan plant capacity by approxi- 
mately 60 per cent through one addi- 
tion of a Westinghouse 7,500-kw., 3,600- 
r.p.m. turbo-generator. Steam will be 
derived from an addition to the present 
400-lb. boiler capacity. 

Installations are expected to be made 
at such a rate as to permit availability 
of the new capacity about July, 1941. 
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Indiana Utility Elects 
Stark Vice-President 


Paul Stark, comptroller of the North- 
ern Indiana Power Co., Indianapolis, 
Ind., has been elected vice-president of 
that company. He was also named vice- 
president of the Central Indiana Power 
Co., parent organization of Northern 
Indiana Power, and re-elected comp- 
troller of both companies, a position he 
has held since 1938. 

Widely known in the accounting pro- 
fession, Mr. Stark has been associated 





with the Indiana utility industry for 
practically his entire business career. 
He entered the business in 1912 with 
the Indianapolis Water Co. Four years 
later he became traveling auditor for 
the Public Service Commission of In- 
diana, leaving that position in 1918 to 
become general auditor of the Eastern 
Wisconsin Electric Co. at Sheboygan, 
Wis. In 1920 he joined the Wisconsin- 
Minnesota Light & Power Co. organiza- 
tion at Eau Claire, Wis. 

Three years later Mr. Stark returned 
to Indianapolis as general auditor of 
the Central Indiana Power Co. and 
subsidiaries. In 1929 he was transferred 
to the Public Service Co. of Indiana, 
which, at that time, was operated jointly 
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with the Central Indiana Power group. 
He was elected president of the Indian- 
apolis chapter, Controllers Institute of 
America, several months ago. 


> Gano Dunn, president of the J. G. 
White Engineering Corp., has been 
elected a director of the Guaranty Trust 
Co. Mr. Dunn is serving as senior con- 
sultant to the National Defense Com- 
mission. 


> Gienn G. Bosst, formerly with the 
lighting sales section of the General 
Electric Co.’s lighting division at Sche- 
nectady, N. Y., has been made a light- 
ing specialist for the company with 
headquarters in Syracuse, N. Y. 


> E. R. StaurFacHER has been trans- 
ferred from the power engineering divi- 
sion of the commercial department of 
the Southern California Edison Co., 
Ltd., Los Angeles, Calif., to general en- 
gineering work in the operating depart- 
ment, with the title of electrical engi- 
neer. . 


> Harry H. LuMLey, manager of oper- 
ations in the Duluth district of the 
American Steel & Wire Co., will be 
transferred to the Chicago district, 
where he will be assistant manager of 
operations. B. E, PHENEGER, heretofore 
general superintendent of the Cleveland 
coke works and central furnaces and 
docks, will succeed Mr. Lumley as 
Duluth district manager. These changes 
will become effective September 1. 


> Hersert L. Ross, assistant mechan- 
ical superintendent of the West Lynn 
Works of the General Electric Co., has 
been appointed supervisor of equip- 
ment and planning in the supercharger 
department at the River Works in 
Lynn. Frank W. DAHLBERG, supervisor 
of planning in the street lighting de- 
partment of the Lynn Works, has been 
transferred to the supercharger engi- 
neering department on tool planning. 
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> Harry E. Curisten, line foreman for 
the Arkansas Power & Light Co. in 
Little Rock, Ark., for several years, 
has been appointed director of the com- 
pany’s accident prevention department. 
He succeeds W. M. SHEPHERD, who 
will devote his entire time to the rural 
development department. 


> J. Russert PenmMAN has been ap- 
pointed production manager in Cop- 
perweld Steel Co.’s new alloy steel 
plant in Warren, Ohio. Mr. Penman 
was previously connected with Central 
Steel Co., Republic Steel Corp., Steel 
& Tube Division of Timken Roller 
Bearing Co. and the United States Steel 
Corp. 


>F rank C. Dittarp of Eugene has been 
appointed a member of the Oregon 
Hydro-Electric Commission to succeed 
the late John S. Hodgin of La Grande. 
Following graduation from the Univer- 
sity of Oregon, Mr. Dillard entered the 
service of the United States Reclama- 
tion Service and was engineer in charge 
of many important construction pro 
jects. Later he was employed by the 
city of Medford. 


> W. G. Murrin, president of the 
British Columbia Electric Railway Co. 
Vancouver, B. C., has recently been 
appointed to the board of governors 
of the University of British Columbia. 
Mr. Murrin is recognized as one of 
Canada’s leading public utility execu 
tives. 


> Georce L. ELLerBeck, southern di- 
vision manager of the Utah Power & 
Light Co. with headquarters in Provo, 
has been appointed manager of the 
Ogden division, succeeding L. W. Nims, 
who has assumed new duties at the 
company’s headquarters in Salt Lake 
City. A native of Utah and a graduate 
of the University of Utah, Mr. Eller 
beck started his utility career in Salt 
Lake City as commercial salesmat. 
Successively he served as supervisor 
of commercial sales, Salt Lake division, 
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system assistant commercial manager 
and system industrial manager. In 1937 
he was promoted to the managership of 
the southern division. 


> F. J. Lacey, for the past nine years 
advertising manager and public rela- 
tions director of the Tampa (Fila.) 
Electric Co., has been appointed to the 
staff of the Cincinnati office of the 
Ralph H. Jones Co., advertising agency. 


> C. E. Boutson has joined the Mis- 
souri Electric Power Co., Marshfield, as 
electrical engineer in charge of distri- 
bution load studies. Since graduation 
from the Missouri School of Mines in 
1939 he had been with Jay Samuel 
Hartt, Madison, Wis., on inventory work 
connected with setting up a uniform 
system of accounts for Missouri Elec- 
tric. 


> W. Russet Greer, vice-president of 
the Porcelain Enamel & Manufacturing 
Co., Baltimore, Md., has been appointed 
chairman of the committee to co-ordi- 
nate the porcelain enameling industry 
for national defense. 


> Joun C. O'CONNELL, commercial rep- 
resentative of the Potomac Edison Co., 
at Cumberland, Md., has been trans- 
ferred to the rate and contract depart- 
ment with headquarters in Hagerstown. 
In his new position Mr. O’Connell will 
engage in rate research work. 


>A. Appott LAUGHTON, manager of 
the Athol (Mass.) Gas & Electric Co., 
has been appointed assistant to L. A. 
Fiorani, merchandising manager of the 
New England Power Association, with 
headquarters at Boston. His successor 
in Athol is Epmonp F. Leacu, assist- 
ant to N. A. Clark, manager of the north 
central district of the association, Leo- 
minster, Mass. 


>S. T. Wurrsecx, auditor of the air - 


conditioning department of the General 
Electric Co., at Bloomfield, N. J., has 
been named auditor of receipts of the 
company, with headquarters at Schenec- 
tady. He succeeds Jacos ScHuLER, 
who has retired after 43 years of service 
with the company. 


>M. A. Carpenter has been elected 
executive vice-president and a director 
of the Falk Corp., Milwaukee. A native 
of Milwaukee, Mr. Carpenter has been 
associated with the Falk Corp. for the 
past sixteen years, starting in the ad- 
vertising department and successively 
serving as advertising manager, sales 
promotion manager, sales manager and, 
until his recent appointment, secretary 
and director of sales. Mr. Carpenter 
will continue to be active as director 
of sales and advertising in addition to 
is duties as executive vice-president. 


Roebling’s Sons Names 
Laseter Export Manager 


The John A. Roebling’s Sons Co., 
Trenton, N. J., has announced the cre- 
ation of a new export division to be 
located at 19 Rector Street, New York. 
William P. Laseter, formerly assistant 
export manager for the Oil Well Supply 
Co., has been appointed manager of 
this new division. 

A native of Georgia and a graduate 
of the Georgia Military College, Mr. 
Laseter has been identified with Latin- 





American trade since 1919, a goodly 
portion of his 21 years in the export 
business having been spent in Cuba 
and Mexico. 

In addition to the position he held 
with the Oil Well Supply Co. he served 
as well as president of Cia. Consolidada 
“Oilwell,” S. A., its Mexican subsidiary. 


> C. S. Core has been transferred from 
the Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp., 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., to the Niagara, 
Lockport & Ontario Power Co. at 
Medina, N. Y. He has been employed 
by operating companies of the Niagara 
Hudson System since 1934, in charge 
of changeover programs in western New 
York State in connection with the 
change in frequency from 25 to 60 
cycles, Mr. Cole is a member of the 
A.LE.E. 


>A. M. Wricut, assistant engineer, 
electrical department, the Reading 
Company, Philadelphia, Pa., has been 
presented with a 1940 commemoration 
medal by the New Zealand Institution 
of Engineers for his paper on “Mod- 
ern Rail Transport.” The paper was 
prepared for presentation at the pro- 
posed centennial Engineering Congress, 
which was canceled on account of the 
war in Europe. A native of New Zealand 
and a graduate of the University of 
New Zealand, he was employed for 


two years by. Trumbull & Jones, elec- 
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trical engineers, Wellington. He en- 
tered the student course at Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
in 1924, later being transferred to the 
railway engineering department. Since 
1929 he has been with the Reading Co. 


> J. M. Gitrmzan has been appointed 
works manager of the Locke Insulator 
Corp., Baltimore, Md. He was formerly 
manufacturing assistant to the presi- 


dent, R. G. Bellezza. 


> W. Hamitton Ropcers, Jr., formerly 
assistant advertising manager of the 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co., Allen- 
town, has been made advertising man- 
ager of that company. 


OBITUARY 


> J. Howarp Lusk, superintendent of 
the municipally owned electric light 
plant at Duncannon, Pa., died suddenly 
July 30. Mr. Lusk was 49 years of age. 


> Harry W. Anperson, 75, formerly 
treasurer of the Submarine Signal Co., 
Boston, Mass., died at his home in 
Newton, Mass., on August 8. He was 
a native of Boston. 


> A.C. W. Gace, purchasing agent for 
the B. C. Electric Railway Co., and 
with the company for the past 29 years, 
died at his summer home at Gibsons 
Landing, B. C., recently. Born in Ire- 
land in 1872, Mr. Gage first went to 
Canada in 1906. Later he went to Aus- 
tralia, where he was employed by the 
Queensland railways from 1907 to 1909. 
Returning to Canada, he joined the 
Nicola Valley Co., joining the stores de- 
partment of the B. C. Electric in 1911. 
In 1916 he was transferred to the pur- 
chasing department of the company 
and became assistant purchasing agent 
in 1922. In 1929 he was promoted to 
purchasing agent. 


> Stantey P. Rockwe tt, 54, one of 
the most distinguished electrometal- 
lurgists in the United States and vice- 
president of the heat-treating company 
bearing his name at Hartford, Conn., 
lost his life in a yacht explosion on 
August 11 off Middletown on the Con- 
necticut River. He was born in New 
Britain, Conn., and after being gradu- 
ated in 1907 from the Sheffield Scien- 
tific School at Yale University, was con- 
nected with the General Electric Co. 
at Lynn; Weeks & Hoffmann of Syra- 
cuse; the New Departure Manufactur- 
ing Co., Bristol, Conn., and the Whit- 
ney Manufacturing Co., Hartford. He 
entered business on his own account 
in 1921. He was the inventor of the 
hardness tester and dilatometer associ- 
ated with his name and was the recipi- 
ent of the Sauveur Achievement Award 
in 1939 for metallurgical accomplish- 
ment. 
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Electrical Goods 
Orders Near Peak 


If the favorable trend in domestic 
trade shown" by Department of Com- 
merce reports for the first half of 1940 
continues orders for electrical goods in 
1940 may be the largest since 1929. 
These data, based on reports by 78 
manufacturers, show bookings for 1929 
of $1,065,510,043. 

New orders booked for electrical 
goods by these manufacturers in the 
first six months amounted to $506,966,- 
029, approximately 25.8 per cent ahead 
of last year, although about 4.7 per 
cent below the same 1937 period. 

Orders in the second quarter of 1940 
were the largest for any correspond- 
ing period since 1929, totaling $268,- 
120,065, as against $238,845,964 in the 
first quarter and $205,567,343 in the 
second quarter of 1939. In 1929 orders 
for the first quarter were $270,483,965, 
for the second quarter $285,090,125, 
totaling $555,574,090 for the first six 


months. 


Electrical Trade 
Registers New Gains 


Of all industries included in the 
“Industry Survey” of the Department of 
Commerce, the electrical manufacturing 
industry registered the most sizable 
gain in new orders during June, with 
an advance of 18 per cent over May to 
an index of 166.5. This was a gain of 
more than 50 per cent over June of last 
year and a new peak for the period 
covered by the survey, namely, since 
January, 1939. 

Value of shipments also continued 
upward to a new high level in June, 
with the index up almost 4 per cent to 
152.7, an increase well above average 
for the durable goods industries. The 
improvement over a year ago was even 
greater, being 30 per cent better in 
June this year. 
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ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


Unfilled orders increased 7.4 per 
cent from May to June, the largest ad- 
vance between any two months this 
year. Slightly better than average 
among durable goods industries, this 
increase brought the volume of unfilled 
orders to the highest point for the cur- 
rent year, and almost 55 per cent above 
a year ago. 

Although almost 22 per cent above a 
year ago, inventories during June de- 
clined almost 1 per cent to an index 
of 115.5. 


Electrical Orders 
Set June Records 


Orders received in June for motors 
and generators and for transmission 
and distribution equipment were the 
highest on record of any corresponding 
month in the history of the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association 
index, which covers the period begin- 
ning with 1934. 

Index of orders for motors and gen- 
erators rose 43.7 points in June from 
* the May figure of 117.2 to 160.9, as 
compared with 87.8 in June of last year. 
Index of orders for transmission and 
distribution equipment gained 55.5 
points in June from the revised May 
figure of 126.0 to 181.5, as compared 
with 97.8 in June a year ago. 

Averaging the indices for the first 
six months of 1940 shows both equip- 
ment groups above last year, but still 
below 1937, the previous record year. 
For motors and generators the average 
for the first half of this year was 116.1, 
as compared with 79.9 in 1939 and 
146.6 in 1937. For transmission and dis- 
tribution equipment the average for the 


Manufacturers’ Sales Up 
29% in First Six Months 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical 
machinery, apparatus and supplies dur- 
ing the first six months totaled $240,- 
946,000, a gain of 29.1 per cent over 
the corresponding period of last year, 
according to the Department of Com- 
merce. 

Sales in June were $41,189,000, a 
decrease of 5.6 per cent from May, but 
a gain of 20.4 per cent over June, 1939. 
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generators (engine, belt-driven); also for transmission and distribution equipment 


B 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ August 17, 1940 








first six months of 1940 was 136.7, com- 
pared with 101.5 for a year ago and 
180.9 for the first six months of 1937. 


Manufacturers Issue 
Earnings Reports 


For the six months ended June 30 
Blaw-Knox Co. reports consolidated net 
profit of $602,717, equal to 45 cents 
each on 1,334,458 shares, against $211,- 
086 or 16 cents a share last year. 

The company stated regarding the 
unconsolidated subsidiaries that in view 
of the foreign situation no change in 
the equity of Blaw-Knox in its foreign 
subsidiaries not consolidated can be 
reported at the present time. The 
company’s unconsolidated domestic 
subsidiary incurred an operating loss 
of $143,671 in the six months period of 
this year, of which $109,923 was attrib- 
utable to the first quarter of the year. 
A total of $250,000 was provided as a 
reserve for contingencies. 

Other manufacturing companies re- 
porting earnings are the following: 


HotopHane Co.—Year to June 30, net 
profit, $229,521, equal, after dividend re- 
quirements on preference stock, to $2.08 
each, on 98,444 shares of common stock. 
In the preceding fiscal year net was $175,- 
035, or $1.49 a common share. The com- 
pany has purchased 4,028 shares of its own 
preference stock for redemption during 
the past fiscal year, leaving a balance of 
8,679 shares of the original 34,000 shares. 

HycrapE Sytvanra—For six months 
ended June 30, net income after all charges 
and taxes, including provision for federal 
taxes, $416,379. This is equal to $1.68 
per share earned on the common stock 
and compares with a net income of $343,857 
for the first six months of 1939. Balance 
sheet of June 30 showed current assets 
of $6,339,263, which were 4.3 times cur- 
rent liabilities. 

CoNTINENTAL-DIAMOND Fisre—Including 
domestic subsidiary, six months to June 
30, net profit, $247,470, compared with 
$26,889 for the similar period last year. 
June quarter, net profit, $79,092, compared 
with $9,580 in June quarter of 1939. John 
P. Wright, president, in his report to 
stockholders said: “We have been unable 
to contact our French officials since the 
latter part of June and are without in- 
formation as to the present status of our 
French subsidiary. The book value of 
our investment in our French subsidiary 
as at this time amounts to $198,774. From 
information available, both our Canadian 
and English companies appear to be oper- 
ating at a profit, but complete data as to 
net results, taxes and whether profits may 

transferred is not available.” 
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New York Metal Prices 
Aug. 14, '40 Aug. 6, '40 


Cents per Cents per 

a id Pound 
Gopper. electrolytic sua 10.75* 11.25° 
A. S. & R. price.. 4.75 5.00 
BMPORY co gas ave 14.00 14.00 
Nicke! Ingot dts deeses 35.00 -00 
MO Spot wii swiass cages 6.64 6.64 
mm Strate oo. .te eee 51.00 25 
Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 00 18.00 
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Field Reports on Business 


Durable goods section of business as represented by contracts for new construc- 
tion continues to surpass last year’s totals. So far there is only a promise of 
rising consumer demand. Little change in this picture is expected over the 
coming few weeks, particularly in view of all the uncertainties abroad. 


NEW YORK 


During August, proverbially a dull 
month, new business continues to slow 
down and commodity markets, like the 
stock market, are marking time. 

Attention is divided between the air 
attacks abroad and the lack of satisfactory 
progress in getting our own defense pro- 
gram rolling. Huge appropriations have 
been voted, contracts have been drawn up 
and Knudsen announced details of con- 
tracts “cleared” totaling $1,722,200,000 in 
the period from June 6 to July 27. A fly 
in the ointment, however, continues in the 
shape of the Administration’s instructions 
that Congress pass an excess-profits 
tax bill concurrently with a bill permitting 
five-year amortization of plants built for 
defense. 

Feelings have improved in New York, 
however, with disclosure of the first draft 
prepared by the House tax subcommittee. 
The terms of the tax bill imply that 
$300,000,000 would be raised and accord- 
ingly prosperous companies will give up 
about 20 per cent of their profits instead 
of 50 per cent as indicated earlier by 
Treasury formulas. 

The defense program is still the big 
news and its impact is already felt in 
figures reported by Engineering News- 
Record. To defense spending is the credit 
given for increased power output and mili- 
tary housing which result for the fifth 
successive week in gains over 1939. 

In July engineering construction awards 
at $347,852,000 reached the highest level 
recorded since March 1930, says the 
Record and set a new high for July con- 
struction. 

Carloadings and electric power produc- 
tion, steel output and coal output are all 
holding their gains. 


PACIFIC COAST 


It is significant, first, that manufacturers 
are seeking commitments on holiday ap- 
pliances from Pacific Coast dealers one 
month earlier than usual, and, second, that 
more than half of such orders are larger 
than last year. California employment is 
20 per cent larger than at this agricultural 
peak in 1939, and it is also significant that 
aircraft factories and shipyards show in- 
creases of 110 and 50 per cent, respect- 
ively. 

Los Angeles is requesting bids for 610 
electric refrigerators for its Ramona hous- 
ing project. The outstanding award cov- 
ers a 1,115,000-hp. turbine and governor, 
value $584,000, to Allis-Chalmers, and its 
pressure regulator, value $25,500, to Wood- 
ward Governor Co., both being for unit 
A5 of Boulder Dam plant. Southern 
California Edison Co. will build a second 
200-mile, 230,000-volt transmission line 
from Boulder to Chino, estimated cost be- 
ing $3,500,000, plus $314,000 for the new 
switching station. A tie-in line from 
Chino to San Juan Capistrano with San 
Diego Consolidated Gas & Electric Co. is 
also planned. 

Recent orders include a 125-ton motor- 
driven crane, value $32,600, and 5- and 
15-ton cranes, value $7,000, for Bonne- 
ville plant; a $6,200 carrier-current equip- 
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ment for Elephant Butte plant, New Mex- 


ico; the 1940-41 switch and transformer 


oil contract for Los es, $39,- 
750; transformers, or te 
nects, totaling $40,000, for Colorado Big 
Thompson plant, and $22,140 of Westing- 
house transformers and arresters for Ken- 
drick System, Wyoming. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Defense program orders for a widely 
diversified range of machinery and metal 
products continue to sustain a demand for 
electrical supplies and equipment that con- 
stitute better than 50 per cent of the total 
turnover in this district, according to reli- 
able estimates. Recently supplies for shop 
and yard expansion placed by shipbuilders 
amounted to more than $112,000 for one 
manufacturer. Government negotiations for 
requirements are active; small motors and 
control apparatus are moving briskly, and 
some utilities are continuing studies for the 
expansion of generating capacities. Large 
power transformer sales, totaling about 
$170,000, weré consummated a short time 
ago and bids are in for a group which 
will be included in a large southern utility 
plant addition to be opened soon. 

Sturtevant, Boston, reports a de- 
mand for heavy ventilating and mechanical 
draft equipment. Among recent orders 
are mechanical draft installations for the 
Beech Bottom station, West Penn Power 
Co.; the Valmont station, Public Service 
Co. of Colorado; the Acme station of the 
Toledo Edison Co., and the Warren station, 
Ohio Power Co. This manufacturer also 
reports the completion of a new type buf- 
fet railroad car equipped with both air 
conditioning and _ ultra-violet sterilizing 
apparatus. 

This is a banner electric refrigerator year 
for Rhode Island, where estimated sales to 
August 1 total 7,500 in the metropolitan 
area, a record which totals that of the 
full year of 1939. More than 300 kw. in 
commercial cooking appliances have been 
sold in eastern Massachusetts during the 
past two weeks. Electric laundering units 
are now pushing into the front ranks among 
— in the field of major appliance 
sales. 


CHICAGO 


Additional factory plant and equipment 
amounting to $1,000,000 was started or in- 
stalled during the month ended July 15. 
For the twelve months ended June, 1940, 
new building contracts were up 65 per 
cent; factory payrolls, up 15 per cent; 
telephones, up 4 per cent; new automobile 
registrations, up 31 per cent; pig iron pro- 
duction, up 76 per cent; municipal air- 
port traffic, up 56 per cent. 

Commonwealth Edison output for the 
week ended August 3 was 160,649,000 kw.- 
hr., compared with 140,688,000 kw.-hr., an 
increase of 14.2 per cent, over same period 
a year ago. Sanitary District of Chicago 
is getting proposals for synchronous mo- 
tor-driven centrifugal pumps, electrical 
controls and magnetic’ drives. Chicago 
Trade Fair opened this week, with 18,000 
aur buyers placing substantial or- 

ers. 
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Public Utility Securities Hold Ground 
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Electric light and power securities moved within a narrow range during the past week. 
“Electrical World” stock index receded to 29.1 from 29.2 last week: last year, 33.2. 
The bond index turned upward, 105.8: last week, 105.6; last year, 105.9 





Baltimore Utility Issues 
New Preferred Shares 


Offering was made this week of a 
new issue of 68,928 shares of series C 
4 per cent preferred stock of the Con- 
solidated Gas, Electric Light & Power 
Co. of Baltimore. The shares, with a 
par value of $100 each, were priced at 
$104. 

Net proceeds to the company, 
amounting to approximately $6,970,- 
562, will be used to reimburse the com- 
pany’s treasury for capital outlays since 
July 31, 1935, the items including im- 
provements and extensions and addi- 
tions to property. 

On completion of this financing the 
company will have outstanding, in ad- 
dition to the new 4 per cent preferred 
issue, 222,921 shares of series B 44% 
per cent preferred stock and 1,167,397 
shares of non-par common stock. 
Funded debt of the company amounts 
to $70,151,000. 


Asks Authorization 
to Merge Six Units 


Declaration and application have 
been filed with the SEC for approval 
of the merger of six wholly owned sub- 
sidiaries of United Public Utilities 
Corp. 

The companies to be merged are: 
Bradford & Gettysburg Electric Light 
& Power Co., Brookville and Lewisburg 
Lighting Co., Buckeye Light & Power 
Co., Eaton Lighting Co., New Madison 
Lighting Co. and Western Ohio Public 
Service Co., all of which operate in 
western Ohio. 

The properties will be merged into 
the Greenville Electric Light & Power 
Co., and it is proposed to change the 
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name of that company to Western Ohio 
Public Service Co. Upon consumma- 
tion of the proposed merger, Western 
Ohio Public Service Co. will have 92,- 
220 shares of common stock, $10 par 
value, and $1,688,360 of 6 per cent 
ten-year non-cumulative income notes 
outstanding, all of which will be held 
by the parent company. 


Utility Companies 
File New Offerings 


San Antonio Public Service Co. has 
filed a declaration with the SEC cov- 
ering the proposed issuance and sale 
of $16,500,000 of 3% per cent first 
mortgage bonds, due in 1970, and $1,- 
890,000 of 2% per cent notes against 
bank loans. 

Proceeds, together with funds from 
the company’s treasury, will be applied 
to the redemption of $16,500,000 prin- 
cipal amount of 4 per cent first mort- 
gage bonds, due in 1963, and $1,870,000 
principal amount of 4 per cent serial 
notes, due on April 15, 1942 to 1948, 


inclusive. 


Columbus & Southern Ohio Electric Co. 
has filed an application proposing the 
issue and sale of $29,000,000 of 3% per 
cent first mortgage bonds, due on Septem- 
ber 1, 1970, to be sold publicly. Proceeds 
will be used partially for refunding and 
the remainder is initially to become part 
of the company’s general corporate funds. 

Copper District Power Co. of Ontonagon, 
Mich., has filed an application covering 
the issue and private sale of $250,000 of 
its 444 per cent first mortgage bonds, 
series A, due in 1956. 

Northwestern Public Service Co., Huron, 
S. D., has filed a statement covering 
$6,000,000 of 4 per cent first mortgage 
bonds, series A, due August 1, 1970. The 
company states that concurrently with the 
delivery of the bonds it will borrow 
$500,000 against its 24% per cent serial 
notes. Proceeds from the sale of the 
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bonds and the serial notes, together with 
other funds, including $1,209,000 received 
by the company in July, 1940, from the 
sale of the property comprising its Co- 
lumbus, Neb., division, will be applied to 
the redemption at 104 per cent and ac- 
crued interest of $7,758,000 of 5 per cent 
first mortgage bonds, series A, due Janu- 
ary l, 
ae 


Auction Set for Abitibi 


Montreal Trust Co. has announced 
that the Abitibi Power & Paper Co., 
Ltd., would be offered as a going con- 
cern at public auction on October 16. 
The sale will be conducted by F. H. 
Barlow, master of the Supreme Court 
of Ontario, in Osgoode Hall, Toronto, 
pursuant to a court order dated June 
10. 


Votes Utility Dividend 


Directors of the First National Bank 
of Chicago have voted a special divi- 
dend to stockholders in the form of 
one share of the Middle West Corp. 
for each share of First National stock 
held.’ The special dividend is to be 
payable on September 5 to stockholders 
of record of August 25. The stock 
to be distributed was part of 506,978 
shares of Middle West stock owned by 
the bank. 


Bank Files Utility Suit 

Chase National Bank of New York 
has filed suit in Federal District Court 
in Portland, Ore., to collect $4,786,000 
from the Portland General Electric Co. 
The complaint alleges the power com- 
pany defaulted last May in the pay- 
ment of notes covering the sum owed 
to the bank and to the Harris Trust & 
Savings Bank of Chicago. 
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Net Income 
1940 1939 
*American Wer. Wks. & 

Electric and subs....... $4,590,952 $2,330,242 
*Boston Edison ............ 5,712,077 5,675,870 
*Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern 

Power and subs......... 7,419,316 6,278,579 
*Carolina Power & Light... 2,851,113 2,429,581 
*Central New York Power 

OE WO sn sass veka veh 2,376,980 3,518,022 
tElectric Power & Light 

WM MN is ase us 6,544,100  4,401,37! 
*Florida Power & Light.... 2,216,595 1,596,776 
*Gulf States Utilities es 2,819,529 2,2! 1,185 


*New York Power & Light.. 2,757,582 2,987,345t 
*Pennsylvania Power & gi 9,576,583 7,660,145 
*Puget —_ Power & a 
ME GS Kh Sch ckveceet 2,108,175 

*Virginia “Electric & Power. 4,041,950 
*Washington Water Power 

OE WD. te cdi vecs ete 3,231,753 aomatt 
*West Penn Power and subs. 6,742,813 5,458,956 
*Twelve months ended June 30. 
ee 1939 adjustments 
Twelve months ended May 31. 
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Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Appointments to their sales staffs 
have recently been announced by the 
following manufacturers: 

Locke Insulator Corp. has appointed 
J. W. Taulman, Jr., district manager in 
charge of insulator and pole line hardware 
sales in the Texas territory with headquar- 
ters at 1801 N. Lamar Street, Dallas. 

Roberts & Mander Stove Co., Hatboro, 
Pa., has announced the appointment of 
Joseph C. Givens as divisional sales man- 
ager of its Southern territory, with head- 
quarters in Florida. Mr. Givens will cover 
the states of Alabama, South Carolina, 
Georgia and Florida and will contact the 


public utilities and distributors in those 
states. 


Awards Cable Contracts 
Amounting to $1,186,632 


Los Angeles Water and Power Com- 
mission, Los Angeles, Calif., has award- 
ed contracts to General Electric Co. and 
to General Cable Co., each at $475.,- 
000, for a quantity of oil-filled cable 
(specifications 3475). 

The board has also made an award 
to the Okonite-Callender Cable Co. at 
$112,404 for a quantity of three-con- 
ductor, 35,000-volt, lead-covered cable 
(specifications 346), and contracts for 
a quantity of copper cable to Phelps- 
Dodge Copper Products Corp., at $111,- 
046, and to John A. Roebling’s Sons 
Co., at $13,182 (specifications 3459). 
The total awards aggregate $1,186,632. 


Locomotive Shipments 
Advance Over Year Ago 


Shipments of mining and industrial 
electric locomotives in the second quar- 
ter numbered 72, valued at $469,492, 
as compared with 80 valued at $752.- 
539 in the first quarter and 97 valued 
at $368,742 in the second quarter of 
last year, according to the Department 
of Commerce. 

Shipments in the first half of the year 
numbered 152, valued at $1,222,031, 
as compared with 153 valued at $651,- 
934 in the first half of last year and 
327 valued at $1,501,577 in all of 1939. 


Declares Extra Dividend 


Directors of the Minneapolis-Honey- 
well Regulator Co. have declared a 
dividend of 50 cents a share on the 
Common stock and an extra dividend 
of 25 cents, both to be paid on Septem- 
7 10 to holders of record of August 
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Sales Opportunities 


MitwavukesE, Wis.— Wisconsin Electric 
Power Co., Milwaukee, has filed plans for 
two-story addition to power substation on 
West Lisbon Avenue, and will proceed with 
work at once. Additional equipment will 
be installed for increased capacity. 


East Hartrorp, Conn. — Hamilton 
Standard Propeller Division, United Air- 
craft Corp., East Hartford, plans installa- 
tion of motors and controls, switchgear, 
duct lines, electric hoists, conveyors and 
other equipment in new one-story addition, 
75 x 600 ft. Cost estimated over $400,000. 
Work will be placed under way soon. 
Albert Kahn, Inc., New Center Building, 
Detroit, Mich., is architect and engineer. 


NASHVILLE, TeNN.— Director of Pur- 
chases, Tennessee Valley Authority, Knox- 
ville, receives bids until August 23 for 
quantity of electrical conductor for new 
transmission line between Nashville, Spring- 
field and Clarksville, Tenn., including line 
accessories. 


Osertin, On1o—Village Council, H. V. 
Zahm, city manager, plans expansion and 
improvements in municipal power plant, 
with installation of additional equipment 
for increased capacity. Projects will be 
carried out to provide increased power for 
Oberlin College, where new buildings will 
be erected. 


Mare Istanp, Catir.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., plans new electric shop at Mare 
Island navy yard. Appropriation of $400,- 
000 has been authorized for building and 
equipment. Work is scheduled to be car- 
ried out soon. 


Granp CouLree, WasH.—Bureau of Rec- 
lamation, Denver, Colo., receives bids un- 
til September 5 for three 5,000-amp. bus 
structures and for one 5,000-amp. oil cir- 
cuit breaker, for Grand Coulee hydro-elec- 
tric power plant, Columbia Basin project, 
Wash. (Specifications 931); also, until 
August 26 for automatic floats, control- 
shaft operating mechanisms, position indi- 
cator receivers, regulating valve actuators, 
and position indicators for drum-gate con- 
trol equipment at Grand Coulee power 
dam, same project (Specifications 1408-D). 
Equipment in both cases will be installed 
by the government. 


Cotumsia, S. C.—South Carolina Elec- 
tric & Gas Co., Columbia, has begun work 
on addition to power plant at Parr Shoals, 
about 26 miles from Columbia, to include 
installation of equipment for increased 
capacity. Work is scheduled for comple- 
tion by close of year and will include ex- 
tensions in transmission lines, to be car- 
ried out in fall. Entire expansion is esti- 
mated to cost over $1,000,000. 


Houston, Tex.—Shell Oil Co., 100 Bush 
Street, San Francisco, Calif., plans instal- 
lation of motors and controls, transformers 
and accessories, duct lines, electric-oper- 
ated pumping machinery, conveyors and 
other equipment in new petroleum products 
plant at Houston, where tract of land has 
been acquired. It will be used for produc- 
tion of toluol, an ingredient of high ex- 
plosives, operating under a new process. 


Cost estimated about $500,000. 


Yankton, S. D.—Northwestern Public 
Service Co., Huron, S. D., has approved 
plans for expansion and improvements in 
power plant at Yankton, to include instal- 
lation of new engine-generator unit and 
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auxiliary equipment. Work will be car- 
ried out early in fall. Walter J. Dixon, 
Medical Arts Building, Mitchell, S. D., 
is architect for power station building 
changes. 


Cuatranooca, Tenn.—Chattanooga Elec- 
tric Power Board is arranging early call 
for bids for new underground transmission 
line to connect power substations Nos. 3 
and 6. Cost estimated close to $50,000. 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co., 107 
West Linwood Boulevard, Kansas City, 
Mo., is consulting engineer. 


Pautpinc, On1o—City Council plans 
early call for bids for new electric gener- 
ating equipment and accessory apparatus, 
for installation in municipal power plant 
and waterworks station. 


Denver, Coto.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives bids until September 5 
for three 27,500-kva., single-phase, oil- 
immersed, forced oil-cooled, 13,600/16,320 
to 132,800/230,000 Y-volt transformers; 
three 230-kv., 800-amp., oil circuit break- 
ers; one 230-kv., three-phase, outdoor-type 
lightning arrestor, five 230-kv., 1200-amp., 
three-pole, manually operated, disconnect- 
ing switches; and 138-kv., 600 amp., single- 
pole, manually operated disconnecting 
switch for unit A-5, Boulder power plant, 
Boulder Canyon project, Arizona-California- 
Nevada (Specifications 928). All equip- 
ment will be installed by government. 


Cuicaco, ILt.— Commonwealth Edison 
Co. has authorized plans for two-story addi- 
tion to mechanical shop at California Ave- 
nue and Roscoe Street, used for electrical 
equipment maintenance, repairs, etc., esti- 
mated to cost close to $75,000. Bids are 
scheduled to be asked soon for general 
erection. Holabird & Root, 333 North 
Michigan Avenue, are architects. 


Ex Secunpo, Cauir.—Douglas Aircraft 
Corp., 3000 Ocean Park Boulevard, Santa 
Monica, Calif., plans installation of motors 
and controls, switchgear, duct lines, regu- 
lators, electric hoists and other equipment 
in new one-story addition to aircraft-manu- 
facturing plant on Imperial Highway, El 
Segundo, totaling about 112,800 sq.ft. of 
floor space. Work will be placed under 
way soon. Cost reported close to $500,000. 
Edward C. and Ellis W. Taylor, 803 West 
Third Street, Los Angeles, are architect 
and engineer. 


NasHVILLE, TENN. — Nashville Electric 
Power Board is arranging fund of about 
$650,000 for expansion and improvements 
in electrical system during coming fiscal 
year, including extensions in primary and 
secondary lines, power substations, serv- 
ice connections and other facilities. 


Truck Shipments Gain 


Domestic shipments of electric indus- 
trial trucks and tractors for the first 
six months were 706, as against 385 in 
the corresponding period of last year 
and 912 in the entire year 1939, accord- 
ing to the Department of Commerce. 
Domestic shipments in June were 121, 
as compared with 137 in May and 71 
in June a year ago. 
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Portable Megohmmeter 


A portable, battery-operated, direct-in- 
dicating instrument for measuring resist- 
ances between 2,000 ohms and 50,000 me- 
gohms. In addition to its uses in measur- 
ing carbon resistors and leakage resistance, 


Type 729-A Megohmmeter with vacuum tube 
and batteries. General Radio Co., Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


it is particularly suitable for determina- 
tions of the moisture content of materials 
such as lumber, chemicals, leather, etc., by 
the conductivity method. The circuit is 
the same as that of the ordinary ohmmeter 
used for testing low-resistance circuits, ex- 
cept that a vacuum-tube voltmeter, having 
extremely high input resistance, is used 
as the indicator instead of the conventional 
milliammeter. 


Welding Gloves 


Two new gloves, TXI00 and 3015, for waees 
applications. American Optical Co., South- 
bridge, Mass. 


New features of these two types of gloves 
are that the seams are at the back of the 
fingers, except at the base of the second 
and third fingers. The back of the glove 
is one piece and the inside is insulated 
with wool. 


Floodlight 


Alzak aluminum floodlight, called “Alzo- 
Lite,"" for outdoor sports lighting as well as 
applications in industrial yards, service sta- 
tions, parking lots. Benjamin Electric Mfg. 
Co., Des Plaines, Ill 


This new aluminum floodlight has a 90 
deg. beam spread and a waterproof hinged 
cover claimed for it. Covers are hinged at 
the top and secured to the floodlight re- 
flector by a series of hand clamps around 
the rim. Another new feature is the ver- 
tical stop incorporated in the crossarm 
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mounting bracket by which floodlight may 
be tilted back over the top of the crossarm 
for more convenient servicing. 


Straightline Splice 


Straight-line ay <9 "halich for ne wire 
with clips or plain. liable Electric Co., 
3145 Carroll Ave., Chicago, | 


For sectionalizing secondaries, for sec- 
ondary banking, for series street lighting 
or wherever a break is needed in the line. 
these splices consist of two straight-line 
dead-end units attached to an insulating 
section of strong and tough plastic which 
has high dielectric strength. Targets are 
slipped on insulating section for easy iden- 
tification of break from ground. The clips 
are desirable for clamping secondary fuse 
leads, series street light leads, etc. 


Oil Switch 


res AP-70 oil switch for protection of dis- 
tribution circuits or loads where interrupting 
duty does not exceed 2,000 amp. at I5 kv. 
and continuous current capacity does not ex- 
ceed 100 amp. Pacific Electric Mfg. 
San Francisco, Calif. 


This oil switch finds applications in the 
protection of rural loads. It has two ex- 
pulsion chambers per pole, auxiliary 
switches and automatic series trip mech- 
anism, manually closed. It also has a 
readily visible position indicator. 


Induction nen 


The extension of 
Pyranol to induc- 
tion voltage regula- 
tors has been an- 
nounced by this 
company. It claims 
that it is a syn- 
thetic, non-inflam- 
mable liquid with 
high stability char- 
acteristics, thus 
making it possible 
to eliminate fire- 
proof vaults nor- 
mally required for 
indoor installations. 


Pyranol induction regu- 
lators announced. 
General Electric Co., 
Schenectady, N. Y. 


For names, addresses and products of 
electrical manufacturers, see “Electrical 
World” Electrical Buyers Reference first. 
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Butt Welder 


One of the applications of this butil 
welder with a Burr grinder and anneelced ’ 
mounted on a fabricated case which is 
portable, is in the repair of stranded wire — 
where this unit is used to burn out (ele « 
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Portable butt welder with Burr Grinder for 
welding metals from 1/16 in. to 3/16 in. 
diameter; for butt welding other sizes of 
— or metals, units with transformers from 

| kva. up to 7 kva. capacity are available. 
Eisler Engineering Co., inc., Newark, N. J. 


trically) the faulty section and fuse all 
the strands, preventing the ends from un- 
raveling. The steps are to butt weld 
the two ends, grinding off any burrs. The 
butt welder is supplied with a 3-kva. air- 
cooled transformer and eight-point variable 
switch for current regulation. 


Disconnect Switch 


Three-pole outdoor disconnect switch, ratin 
4,000 amp. at 23,000 volts. Pringle Electrica 
Mfg. Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


A new three-pole outdoor disconnect 
switch, it employs Gibsiloy grade A-8 on 
both blade and jaw contacts because of 
the high amperage. It is claimed that 
these contacts have higher resistance to 
wear and galling, greater strength and 
less tendency to stick or weld, as com- 
pared to silver. 

we 


Drafting Machine 


"Wrigraph" Industro ag ew 
up to 24 x 36 in. 
Euclid Ave., 


for drawin ; 
6. Wright, Inc., 5209- 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


The “Industro Drafter” is a precision in- 
strument which can be clamped on to any 
drawing board up to 2 in. thick and 
in. wide. The machine has a hin 
mounting, permitting it to be raised clear 
of the board. The protractor head is con 
trolled with the left hand with a new 
design feature in a “No-Set-Zero.” 


Raintight Inclosure 


A raintight inclosure for the 25-amp. -— 
type MO multi- breaker. Square D Co., D 
troit, Mich. 


The inclosure is a galvannealed steel 
hood which ‘can be i 
standard surface type MO 
Cover is removable for wiring. 0 3 
dimensions are 7 in. high, 44 in. wide © 
and 3% in. deep. s 
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